Transportation and 


Labor sign job- | 
training agreement 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson and 
Labor Commissioner Peter Calderone 
have signed an agreement with labor 
union leaders creating a state and 


federally funded job-training program for 


women and minorities. 

The commissioners were joined by 
representatives of the Federal Highway 
Administration, which is providing 
$470,000 for the program, and officials 
of the New Jersey State Building Trades 
Council. 

Funding, which also includes $100,000 
in Job Training Partnership money from 
the Labor Department, will be given to 
the Building Trades Pre-Apprenticeship 
Program, Inc., to conduct statewide 
classes for students interested in learning 
the building trades. 

“This program creates a whole new 
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SNOW DUTY & 
VOLUNTEER DS 


Region 4's Rich Balgowan, who is heading the Department's snow efforts, and Angharad 
Jones, Commissioner's Office, sign up Charles Laurita, Region 2 design, for snow duty. 
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NJDOT prepares to battle snow and ice 


“We know how important you are, you 
are front line people who keep the state 
open,” Deputy Commissioner Sharon 
Landers told the Region 3 maintenance 
supervisors on a 70-degree day in late 
October. 

Landers and senior staff held the first 
of four regional “get ready” meetings 
with maintenance supervisors to discuss 
concerns and strategies for the upcoming 
winter season in the state. They dis- 
cussed equipment, communications, 
manpower, drug and alcohol policy 


The new snow team logo chosen by the 
regions was designed by Frank Bridgewater 
of Communications 


testing and general operations. 

“You are the eyes and ears of the 
Department during snow storms and we 
count on you to report conditions so we 
can relay it to the public by calling radio 
stations,” said Public Information 
Officer Jeff Lamm. “This winter we will 
use uniform terminology to report road 
conditions.” 

Lamm asked snow plow operators to 
use the following words and definitions 
to report road conditions: 

* unrestricted— Possible to travel at 

or near the posted speed limit on all 

lanes. 

¢ passable— Some lanes closed; re- 

duced speed limits on open lanes; exit/ 

entrance ramps salted but not plowed. 
¢ restricted— At least one lane plowed; 
most ramps blocked; travel not 
advisable. 

¢ closed— Lanes and ramps unplowed 

and impassable due to deep snow, 

extreme icing and/or other conditions. 

The Deputy Commissioner said that 
this year all trucks will have two-way 
radios and that Governor Whitman has 
allowed volunteer snow plow drivers to 
be recruited from all state agencies. It is 
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estimated that the Department needs 530 
more drivers to supplement the existing 
work force of 700 employees. The 
Division of Motor Vehicles will expedite 
the commercial drivers' licenses. 

Contractors, including those from local 
government, are also part of the snow and 
ice removal effort in the state’s 248 snow 
districts. 

Region 4 Maintenance Engineer Rich 
Balgowan, a 17-year veteran of snow and 
ice control, is heading up the 1994-95 
effort. “This year we have increased our 
salt storage capacity by 51,000 tons and 
our liquid calcium chloride capacity by 
110,000 gallons. We shouldn’t have the 
problem of running out like we did last 
year,” he said. 

Balgowan said that an additional 15 
weather stations will allow more timely 
application of chemicals and mobiliza- 
tion of state forces. Used on a limited 
basis last winter, they were successful 
and have been expanded statewide. 

Refresher courses have been con- 


Department Press Officer Jeff Lamm briefs 
Region 3 crew supervisors on handling the 
media. 
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ducted on salt spreader calibration, 
plowing and spreading patterns, 
communications, contractor payment, 
equipment maintenance, meteorology 
and road weather information systems. 


Labor Commissioner Peter Calderone, Federal Highway Administrator Gary N. Hamby 
and Commissioner Frank J. Wilson display a check which symbolizes the $100,000 which 


will be used to provide job training for women and minorities. 


Training agreement 


entryway into the building trades for 
people who might not otherwise get 
there,” Wilson said. 

Calderone praised the cooperation 
during the two years in which the 
program was designed. “We’re working 
together. We all have a commitment 
and we’re all involved,” he said. 

Under terms of a “memorandum of 
understanding” signed by Wilson, 
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Calderone and labor officials, classes 
will be limited to 35 students, with a 
target composition of 50% women and 
minorities. 
Pupils will learn their new trades via 

a combination of classroom and on-the- 
job training, including work at NJDOT 
construction projects. 

The state Department of Education 
was also a party to the agreement. 


Spotlight 
on 
Balgowan 


Region 4 Maintenance Engineer, 
Rich Balgowan is coordinating the 
'94-'95 snow effort. He has worked 
in Trenton and regional emergency _ 
control centers and was involved in _ 

‘numerous snow and ice control 
related research projects, for 
example, pre-wetting salt with liquid 
calcium chloride, ground c ntrol salt 
spreaders and road weather 

tion systems. 

With Research this year, he 
initiated a roadway anti-icing 
pretreatment study with liquid 

‘potassium acetate. Balgowan has 
served as a member of the Str. ae 
Highway Research Program 
Expert Task Group on Storm 
Monitoring and Communications | 
and as a technical advisor to the . 
Federal Highway Administration on 
road va information systems 


Support your 
favorite charity 


Employees are again being asked to 
open their hearts and wallets to help raise 
money for a number of charitable 
organizations statewide. Donations to the 
New Jersey State Employees Charitable 
campaign should be turned into your 
division chairperson by mid-December. 
Donations may be made in cash, by check 
or by payroll deduction. 


Uraeesepprier 


Governor Christine T. Whitman 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
Director Alyn Ackermann 


The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
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Office Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 530- 
2121. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department’s Print Shop. 

Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 

Gerald Guarnieri, Page Editor; 

Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; 

John Dourgarian, Bob McHugh and Jeff 
Lamm, Contributors; Kathleen Callahan and 
Judi Tessein, Support Staff. 


Stevenson named to the Trenton Flames 


James Stevenson, Region 4 Public 
Affairs Officer, was recently named 
Assistant to the Head Coach of the 
Trenton Flames professional basketball 
team. 

“TI was honored,” Stevenson said. “It’s 
something I’ve always wanted to do. It’s 
a chance to do something positive for the 
kids and the community. I’ve been 
working with kids all my life.” 

Stevenson, a 24-year NJDOT veteran, 
is excited about the opportunity to coach 
and to be a part of the Trenton Flames 
organization. “I accepted the offer 
because I have a lot of respect for the 
Flames — it’s a very professional 
organization.” 

Besides exciting basketball, the Flames 
offer educational clinics. Joining the 
organization will take up a great deal of 


35-year Service Award 


William Kilmurray, Regional Maintenance 
Supervisor, Region 1, presents a 35-year 
service award to Angelo Amendol, Area 
Supervisor, Region 1 Maintenance. 


| Stevenson’s free 
time, but he feels it 
is more than worth 
it. “It’s for the 
kids,” Stevenson 
said. “And it’s for 
| the community, 

| too.” 

The Flames, 
who play out of the 
Trenton Central High School, are part of 
the Atlantic Basketball Conference. 
Other conference cities include Scranton 
and Pottsville, Pa. and Frederick, Md. 

Games are played on Saturdays and 
Sundays, with the first game scheduled 
for November 26. The season lasts 
through March with playoffs in April. 

Anyone interested in obtaining tickets 
for the Flames, can call 1-800-622-1705. 


Births 


Andy Swords, Principal Planner, 
Bureau of Statewide Planning and his 
wife, Sue, welcomed a daughter, Lauren 
Ruth on October 12. 


Obituaries 


Frank P. Motchnik, 72, died October 
3. He was a licensed operating engineer 
with NJDOT for ten years, retiring in 
1987. He is survived by his wife, 
Pauline, a son and daughter and several 
grand and great-grandchildren. 

John J. O’Brien Sr., 82, died on 
October 24. He joined the Department in 
1970 and was an Engineering Aide I 
when he retired in 1982. He is survived 
by ason and daughter. 


Stevens 


Blue Ribbons 


Commissioner Wilson— 

We have received excellent service 
on two applications that our firm has 
submitted to the NJDOT. Our treat- 
ment has been both professional and 
expeditious. 

It’s obvious that there is a major 
effort being made to streamline the 
NJDOT’s review time. I offer my 
compliments on the progress made so 
far. I would appreciate it if you would 
pass along my compliments to the 
NJDOT staff that were involved in 
these two applications. 

—Joseph F. Riggs, President, 
K. Hovnanian Companies of North 
Central Jersey, Inc. 


William C. Dickinson, 
Region 4, Executive Director — 

I just wanted to drop you a note to 
say what a wonderful job the Landis 
Avenue and Delsea Drive intersection 
turned out to be. 

I know that we certainly didn’t see 
eye-to-eye on the original concept but 
now that this project has finally come 
to fruition, I must say it is “a job well 
done” due to your hard work and 
determination. 

Thank you for your continued 
cooperation. I look forward to 
working with you in the future. 

—Frank A. LoBiondo, 
Assemblyman 


Rich Balgowan, 
Region 4 Maintenance Engineer— 

The Cultural Resources group would 
like to thank you for your timely 
cooperation and the loan of a depart- 
ment backhoe and operators on August 
5. The two operators, Dave Potorski 
and Frank Keim, arrived at the work 
site earlier than planned in order to 
look at the job and be ready to go on 
time. They were also willing to work 
through lunch in order to finish the 
needed work prior to the arrival of an 
approaching thunderstorm. 

Such dedication to work and 
professionalism is, sadly, all too rare, 
but should be noted and encouraged 
when observed. They swiftly and 
diligently performed all of the neces- 
sary work and saved our group hours 
of labor. 

Again, I wish to personally thank 
you for your cooperation. 

—David C. Mudge 
Cultural Resources , NJDOT 


Department uses satellites for measurements 


What do the NJDOT, Desert Storm and 
a ship at sea have in common? If you 
were on a quiz show and answered 
“satellite technology,” you would be 
right. 

Recent military efforts such as Desert 
Storm employed the satellite-based 
Global Positioning System to find their 
way through the desert wasteland and 
accurately pinpoint the enemy. It is the 
same technology that will allow NJDOT 
engineers to pinpoint a location within 
one-half of an inch. 

The system also permits drivers of 
“smart vehicles” now being tested to 
determine their position using an on- 
board computerized map display. 

"We are establishing and maintaining a 
database grid that will significantly 
improve our ability to map the state," 
said Louis Marchuk, Supervising Engi- 
neer in Engineering Services, Roadway 
Geodetic Control Survey. 

He and his team of five are using 
signals from the 24 earth-orbiting 
NAVSTAR satellites to establish a 
network of accurate monuments from 
which distances can be measured. 


Global Positioning equipment. 


In addition to accurate horizontal 
positions, elevations accurate to sub 
millimeter (thickness of a quarter) 
precision are possible using this new 
technology. 

Marchuk's team consists of Fred 
Czepiga, Principal Engineer; Ronald J. 
Kuzma, Senior Engineer; Edward 
Berchtold, Engineering Tech. I; Charles 
Lesko, Engineering Tech. III; Fred Kraft, 
Engineering Tech. IV. Also assigned to 
the group is Michael Cline, a federal 
employee who serves as the National 
Geodetic Survey Advisor to New Jersey. 
The unit reports to Charles Goessel in 
Design and Right of Way. 

“We have been working closely with 


Sample of marker placed at survey sites. 


Fred Czepiga, Ronald Kuzma, Charles Lesko and Edward Berchtold demonstrate the 


the US Coast Guard and the Federal 
Aviation Administration to established a 
Continually Operating Reference Station 
(CORS) on Sandy Hook. The first of its 
kind in the nation,” said Kuzma. “When 
it goes on-line in January it will transmit 
a signal that will permit boats, ships and 
planes or anyone with the proper 
receiver to get a super-accurate fix on 
their position.” 

“This technology has far-reaching 
uses,” said Marchuk. “By having more 
accurate measurements and precise 
locations of existing buildings, pipelines 
and topographical features we can cut 
the design time of a project by as much 
as 30 percent.” 
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